
Japan and Western Europe* 

I. The Fundamentals 

TAKAO T S U C ~ A ' S  BOOK On "The Development of Economic L i e  in 
Japan"' begins with the following ~hrase: "One h d s  various peculiarities 
of the economic liie of Japan as compared with that of European coun- 
tries; there is very little differente, however, in their fundamental Course 
of development." 

In fact, the parallelism of their develo~ment is amazing-the Same Stages 
in almost the Same Iengths of time, frequently even at the Same time. And 
this is extremely interesting from the point of view of universal history, 
because it  proves as wrong nearly all the theories of history presented up 
to this time, viz., those regarding as the decisive factor cha t e ,  race, geo- 
Poiitical sitwtion, or, finally, techics. The fundamentals of Japanese 
culture are, in all these regards, diametrically opposed to those of Western 
Europe. 

I 

TECHNIC~ IS THE EXPLANATION given by the "materialistic interpretation 
of history" of Marxist philosophy. Friedrich Engels' dicturn is widely 
known, that the hand-mill means feudal and the steam-mill capitalistic 
economy. Technics is maintained to be the "substructure," the inde- 
pendent variable, upon which the "superstructure" of policies and ideas is 
dependent. 

Japan's history proves this doctrine to be false. Up to the Meiji restora- 
tion in 1868, the foundation of the Japanese State and economy was, with- 
out any doubt, agriculture. Techicajly, however, Japanese agriculture 
was and is utterly different from European agriculture. Instead of the 
plough and stock breeding, we find here spade-culture and cattle-less man- 
agement. RyGzu Torii reports2 that horses and cattle, although dready 
imported in prehistoric times, were used economically neither for produc- 
tion nor for consumption. Murray findsa that horses were exclusively 
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used as saddle- and pack-animals, and that cattle, possibly under Buddhist 
influence, were never eaten and milk, butter arid cheese never consumed. 
Sheep were alrnost unknown until foreigners imported them. Goats were 
to  be found here and there. Dogs, cats, and poultry were the sole domestic 
anirnaIs kept everywhere. 

11 

RACE-PHXLOSOPHY as the popular explanation is just as incapable of solv- 
ing the enigma. The population of Japan is as different as possible from 
that of Europe. 

This divergente had its roots in the most remote prehistoric conditions. 
The "science of the spade" does not find in Japan the least trace of the 
"prima1 culture" of primitive hunters and gatherers which is uncovered 
almost everywhere in the world, and certainly in E ~ r o p e . ~  . The group of 
isfands seems to have been empty of human population during the whole 
paleoiithic era, at  least during its first stage, old-paleolothicum. Masai 
Oka, as cited by W. Schmidt, holds i t  to be not improbable that young- 
paleofithic remains might be discovered. Fossils of early types of men liie 
the Sinanthro@s Pekinensis or the Neanderthalian have never been found. 

Of even greater importance is the fact that the merging of the three 
<t prirnary cultures," and most probably races, did not occur in Japan, be- 
cause one of them, the "totemist culture of higher hunters," did not exist 
there alone and unmixed, but appeared merely as a component of a mixture, 
the other component of which was the "matriarchal agratian culture," 
which, Schmidt notes, "manifestly is the oldest and original of the coun- 
try," observing that "it developed gradually into a kind of &her village- 
culture under the pressure of Asiatic influen~es."~ 

This stage was reached when, in the "period of Migration and Con- 
quest,"6 the third primary cdture intruded upon that of the large "stock- 
breeders," the herdsmen. Its representatives, the Central-Asiatic nomads, 
Mongols, Altaians, etc., had been im~risoned as in a cage up to this time 
by the glaciers encompassing their homeland. During this isolation the 
riders of horses and camels among them had developed into the hardiest 
and best disciplined warriors of the time. When the glaciers melted away 
they broke out in ali directions, and either subjugated the groups they met 
or changed them into "secondary herd~men"~ with the Same warlike psy- 
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chology and driven by the Same lust for conquest: Indo-germans, Semites, 
Hamites, Polynesians, Malays. 

In this manner everywhere in the world the "State" was created, the 
historical State arranged in orders or classes, in which the conquering group 
takes the rank of a dominating nobility. Such a state is J a ~ a n . ~  

It is a moot question which "races" played the part of hammer and 
amil in this historical process of welding? It is certain that the Ainu 
formed the main Part of the subjugated group or groups, but i t  is not at 
all certain to which race the Ainu beIong. Most writers Count them mem- 
bers of the North-Asiatic race, together with the Tchouktches, Aleuts, 
Korjaeks and Eskimo.lo Baelz, however, believed them to be "Cauca- 
soids"ll because they have white skin, strong beards, non-slit eyes, and no 
Mongol stain, and look, as he maintains, a l  of them like the late Count 
Leo Tolstoi. The Mongol stain, however, is no longer regarded as a reliable 
Symptom of racial identity, and Denikin reports that the Ainu are simiar 
to the Toda of India and the aborigines of Australia.I2 

Some writers believe that the Ainu are not the oldest inhabitants of 
Japan, holding that they have been found exclusively in historical times 
in the northern parts of the main island and farther north in Hokkaihdo 
(Yezo) and in Saghaline and the Kurile islands. This opinion is untenable. 
The neolithic remains (Kjoekkenmoeddinw) are identical in the whole 
country and prove that "the culture was the Same from the North of the 
Kuriles to the South of Pormosa,"ls and that i t  was that of the Ainu." 
Chamberlain concludes from the geographical names that they originally 
inhabited the whole south.16 Baelz even states that the inhabitants of the 
Ryu-Kyu-islands in far south are physically very similar to the Ainu." 
Possibly they were remnants which, unlike the great bulk of the tribes, 
were dispersed southward instead of northward. Also, the wariike Hayato 
of Kyushiu island were possibly related to the Ainu. 

The Ainu came probably from the north over Saghaline, which can be 
reached by canoe over almost its whole length.17 Near Norota, on the 
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52nd parallel, the discance is only eight kiIometers, and the sea is so shalIow 
at ebb-tide that i t  is sometirnes possible to Cross dryfooted.18 

The conquerors, however, assuredly landed in the South. They clme 
either from the West over the narrow strait between Korea and the main 
island, with the islet of Tsushima in its midst facilitatiq the crossing, or 
they came from the South with the warm "Pacific Gulf-Streamy' (Black 
Stream), which reachu the two great islands of Kiushiu and Shikoku and 
washes the eastern shores of the main island up to Tokyo." This G&- 
Stream brought "Viking~,"~~ probably crossbreeds of MaIay, Indonesian and 
Polynesian elements,2' possibly with some adrnixture of Melanesian Negroto 
blood, as Nitobe s~pposes.~~ They brought with them the national lightly- 
built house, the iiie of which is only found in southern countries, as for 
example in Dutch-India, in the Philippines, and even in the South-West of 
the Asiatic continent.la They brought with them, furthennore, the most 
important cereal, rice. Neither of these could possibly have originated in 
Korea or North-West-Asia. This is confirmed by one of the earliest 
reports on Japan. In the Chinese "San Kuo Tche," written about 
210 A.D., we read that the Japanese are very like in customs and morals 
to the inhabitants of the island of Hainan in South-We~t-China.~~ Gowen 
indentifies these elements of Southern origin with legendary Komasu, 
a bear-like warrior-tribe in K i ~ s h i u . ~ ~  Nachod, however, sees no reason 
for this supposition, and believes the Komasu were Ainu.16 

Some other writers deny that strong MaIay elements have entered the 
Japanese pople. They appeal to the fact that not the slightest trace of - 
Malay Ianguage and culture are found on the Ryu-Kyu-islands, which the 
Black Stream touches on its way to Japan.a7 This opinion, however, is 
almost without any weight before the strong arguments of Hara quoted 
above, and, as Kaji writes,18 i t  has been generally relinquished, Likewise 

sffected is the opinion that the "plebeianyy type, with dark skin, broad face, 
flat nose and siit eyes (characteristics to be found also among the aristo- 
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crats)" is caused by the mixture with Ainu blood, since i t  seems rather to 
orininate in the southeni elements. 

Linguistic investigatkms arc notoriously unable ro solve qwstions of 
national origin or race, because the victors adopt the language of the con- 
quered just as often as the latter take up the language of the conquer~rs .~~ 
They are of exceptionaIIy little use in the case of the Japanese language 
because the linguists disagree completely on this. Hara believes i t  to be- 
long in its bulk to the North-West-Asiatic idioms with little admixture 
of Pacific eleme~~ts.~' Nitobe calls i t  next related to the Korean, but 
differing from this language more than the Mongol and Manchu dialects. 
He considers the Japanese neither "a lateral nor collateral with any other 
lang~age."~~ Von Wlislocki, following the best European authorities, 
attributes the language to the Mongol family, as belongiig to the one of 
its main departments, the polysylIabled, the other members of which are 
the "Touranians," embracing the Finns, Altaians, etc.q8 

The origin and race of the invaders who came from the West are some- 
what dubious as well. It is certain, however, that they were members of 
the great family of MongoI-speaking peoples. They are the ancestors of 
the "patrician type," the type of the "chieftain," slender, weli-proportioned 
figures with light-yellow or white faces. How much of these differentes 
rests upon real inheritance, and how much on intluence of the social 
environment, is a moot question which we cannot discuss here.84 

These elements obviously landed in several, possibly in many consecutive 
bands. Even in historical times "Sushu," Vikings of the tribe of Tunguses, 
the ancestors of the Manchu, plundered the shores of Nippon. This lasted 
up to the eleventh c e n t ~ r y . ~ ~  Similar raids must have occurred frequentfy 
in pre-historic times and have sometimes led to lasting settlement, just as 
in the case of all other seafaring tribes. Legends and prehistoric remains 
seem to be in favor of this hypothesis. 

Murray supposes with Baelz that an earlier, more primitive immigration 
invaded the South of the main island, and a later, a more highly civilized 
band, the South-West in K i u ~ h i u . ~ ~  Clement reports, following Brinkley, 
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that one branch of the ancestors of the present-day Japanese buried their 
dead in barrows, in which weapons and tools of bronze were found, whereas 
another band buried in "dolmens" in which onIy weapons and tools of iron 
were ~nea r thed .~~  Torii, however, states that Japan never knew a bronze 
period, but that the iron period followed immediately the stone p e n ~ d . ~ ~  

More obscure still is the greatest of all prehistoric questions: that of the 
origin, location and social influence of the people of the megalith buildings. 
Besides the barrows and doimem just mentioned there are, as Torii relatesI8 
menhirs, tumilli, cairns, stone-circles, etc. Thus we meet here traces, if 
not of a people, certainly of a culture which is found on aimost aU the 
shores of the Old World-on the Baitic and the Northern sea, on the 
Atlantic, on the northern and southern shores of the Mediterranean, on 
the eastern shore of the Black Sea, in Syria, Palestine, Northern Persia, in 
India and the Sudan."O 

The very nurnerous Japanese dohens-there are several hundreds of 
them-are said, i t  is true, to bear no likeness at all to those of the other 
~oun t r i e s .~~  The present author does not possess the competence to decide 
this question, but believes it advantageous to place tbe description of a 
Japanese doimen by A ~ t o n " ~  beside another given by Schuchhardt concern- 
ing the European dolmens. According to Aston the "Missagiy' contain a 
sepulchral chamber, constructed of big stones fitted together without 
mortar. The roof is formed out of giant stone slabs. The entrance is a 
corridor covered by similar slabs of stone. Over the whole a tumulus of 
earth is heaped. Schuchhardt writes: "These big stone tombs are con- 
structed on the natural soil. The walls of a rectangular chamber are 
formed out of cleaved erratic blocks, flat slabs are put on as roof, and a 
mound piled upon itFd8 The bigger and younger ones, which he cails 
long-beds or gallery-tombs (Ganggraeber), possess a lateral exit, the whole 
covered up by a long rectangular mound sometimes more than a hundred 
meters in length. Since Gowland himself states that the Japanese mounds 
had originally not two surnmits, as was first supposed from the appearance, 
but only one, the formation being caused by disintegation:' the differente 
seems not overwhelmingly irnportant. 
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